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Pharmaka, 101 West 5th St., Los Angeles, CA 90013

MEDIA CONTACT: Fumiko Amano 310-418-5425 « atelierzero@belairmail.net
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Stanley Dorfman: Paint, Blues, Rock and Roll
Tim Isham: Perfectly Innocent Fantasies

March 9 - April 15, 2006

Opening Reception
Thursday, March 9, 6 - 9 pm

At the PHARMAKA Gallery
101 West 5th St., Los Angeles, CA 90013 » 213-689-7799
A Non-Profit Institution in Downtown Los Angeles’ New Gallery Row District

Gallery Hours: Wednesday through Saturday 12 - 6 pm
Second Thursday Downtown Art Walk: Thursday, March 9, 12 -9 pm

Pharmaka is pleased to announce two one-person shows by Tim Isham and Stanley
Dorfman, whose art making careers span more than 40 years. This exhibition looks back
at the early work these two artists, who like so many others, relied on other jobs to pay the
bills while they operated outside of the trend setting eye of the art world. The important
issues that they probed in their art resonates today to contribute a dialogue to younger
artists, and to the primacy of painting in contemporary practice.

Stanley Dorfman began making art in the late 1940’s. Dorfman was part of the Penworth
Society of Arts in St. lves and took part in group exhibitions at the Redfern gallery in
London. Dorfman’s early work was in line with Barbara Hepworth and Ben Nicholson who
wanted to apply ‘constructivist' principles to public and private art, advocating
mathematical precision, clean lines and an absence of ornament. Dorfman’s earliest works
followed and upheld this Modernist Philosophy. But in a very short time Dorfman’s
paintings became freer and more playful, with structures of color dancing like pieces of a
modern building that were magically held together by the hand of the artist. This
musicality progressed in Dorfman’s work while maintaining the drawn lines of Modernism.
These lines became the substructure of Dorfman’s work, which he now uses to contain
planes of color like a stain glass window that references itself as a direct descendant of
Modernism.

Tim Isham’s paintings from 1967 to 1970 focus on surrealism and it's relationship to
abstraction. The color fields hint at figures while defining a space that are both painted and
drawn, employing calligraphic gestures that summon Isham’s personal and subconscious
imagery into a collision of worlds that are fused with sexuality. The paintings are a
haunting precursor to the Japanese pop of the 1990’s with a plasticity embedded in the
fractured fields that are drawn with a brush into action, serving as the idea for abstraction,
making abstraction the subject. Tim Isham’s paintings from the late 1960’s address the
issues of postmodernism before that all-too-familiar term existed.

All gallery events are free and open to the public. You are encouraged to forward this
information to any and all interested parties.
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